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Mr de Puig, President of the Assembly, took the Chair at 3.05 p.m.
THE PRESIDENT (Translation). – The sitting is open.

3. Procedural guidelines on the rights and responsibilities of the opposition in a democratic parliament
THE PRESIDENT. – Thank you. I now call Mr Hovannisian on behalf of the Group of the European People’s Party.

Mr HOVANNISIAN (Armenia). – Thank you, Mr President. I am pleased to support this piece of European legislation, since the opposition, as we all know, is key to the Council of Europe benchmarks on the rule of rights, due process and democracy, public oversight over elections and the elected, and their accountability under the law.

In central and western Europe, the concept of the opposition is very often taken for granted, and one testimony to this assertion is the empty Chamber here today. None the less, these guidelines are needed for us all, especially those of us in the post-Soviet space. Armenia and others similarly situated are long on culture and civilisation but, because of the tragedy of our history, short on democracy and state-craft. We will gradually get there and achieve the mark in full, but for the time being these guidelines are instructive for all of us.

They are in their totality applicable to my country, Armenia, and to those in the neighbourhood. For transparency and efficiency in the management and determination of public affairs and the enhancement of citizens’ trust in democratic institutions, a viable, valid competitive opposition is key. Some of the guidelines that might be underscored are the opportunity for the opposition to take part in the leadership of a parliament as vice-speaker and as chairpersons of a relevant permanent committee that has oversight over audit or security affairs, with equal access to public funds and resources and equal access to the media without any prejudice, as well as a variety of the very timely recommendations made by the Balladur Committee of France, among others. There is also the need for every parliamentary group to be able to set, from time to time, the agenda of plenary sittings, and to have an identical allocation of speaking time between majority and opposition, and to exercise the right to set up committees of inquiry and to take a meaningful part in them.

If these guidelines are realised, the memorandum reference to a “bare existence” of opposition in certain post-Soviet countries would be extraneous, since that is not the case. Democracy is as much process as it is substance. The Council of Europe challenge, as always, is not only in the adoption but in the effective application of these values and standards.

THE PRESIDENT. – Thank you very much. I now call Mr Hancock on behalf of the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe.

For the transcript of the entire Sixth Sitting, see 

http://www.assembly.coe.int/Main.asp?link=/Documents/Records/2008/E/0801231500E.htm.
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Mr de Puig, President of the Assembly, took the Chair at 10.05 a.m.
THE PRESIDENT (Translation). – The sitting is open.

4. Developments as regards the future status of Kosovo
THE PRESIDENT. – Thank you Mr Austin. I call Mr Hovannisian.

Mr HOVANNISIAN (Armenia). – I rise to express my appreciation to the rapporteur for his good work, for his presentation which was straightforward, if occasionally laden with a variety of opinions of his, which are certainly his right and which he states as such.

The report underscores and brings together a variety of factors – human rights, minority issues, the rule of law and security – all of which are considerations applicable to Kosovo and to other international examples, both similar and different. Unlike the good lord’s opinion in his memorandum, one cannot in good conscience artificially make definitive pre-judgments the precedential impact of this case. Certainly, each case is distinct. Every individual, every nation is based upon a uniqueness of characteristics but, as the rapporteur allows in his reference to East Timor, arguments attempting to make Kosovo exceptional deliver a distinction without a difference. This calls into question our intellectual integrity. 

Yes, each of us might have our own national historical narratives, our political positions, but we cannot allow ourselves to live in a Europe, in a world, where we say nothing has to do with anything else. Everything is connected with everything else and we must allow ourselves to realise the role of politicians and diplomats, of citizens of Europe, who apply the same rules and criteria across the board. This is a very European thing. It is a human imperative as well. It is partisan, if high politics and the centrality of geographical location cannot serve to trump international law and the customary practice of its application as it refers to issues such as self-determination and sovereignty. In this report by way of example, the constitutional foundations and juridical underpinning of Mountainous Karabakh are impeccable. What we say here today is “no” to partisan polemic presentations, “no” to applications of multiple standards and “yes” to the principles and precepts presented in these drafts as duly amended and ultimately to a connection between democratic standards and ultimate political status.

THE PRESIDENT. – Thank you, Mr Hovannisian. I next call Mr Hancock.

For the transcript of the entire Third Sitting, see 
http://www.assembly.coe.int/Main.asp?link=/Documents/Records/2008/E/0801221000E.htm.
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Mr Gross, Vice-President of the Assembly, took the Chair at 10.10 a.m.
THE PRESIDENT. – The sitting is open. I apologise on behalf of the Bureau for being a little late in beginning our proceedings. The Bureau is still meeting and that is the reason for the delay.

2. Transfrontier co-operation
THE PRESIDENT. – Thank you. I call Mr Hovannisian.

Mr HOVANNISIAN (Armenia). – Transfrontier co-operation is indeed a challenge for all Europe, and indeed for the entire world in the 21st century. I would like to associate myself with the words of previous speakers and, in particular, the distinguished former and future mayor of Strasbourg, Mr Ries, who spoke about local co-operation and the need for decentralisation. 

The precepts that are proffered to us by the rapporteur have a pan-European application. I would like to thank him for the high quality of his work. From time to time, there is a temptation among a select few of our colleagues to use such important, cutting edge pan-European issues for the presentation of polemical and national positions however well-founded or unfounded they might be. This forum is certainly not a forum for attempting to score points; such patriotism has its place back home. Here the spirit is one of finding solutions and mechanisms involving the application of values across the European board.

For that reason, I would like to add my support to the report. The ENPI or European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument, which was mentioned in the report, creates a wonderful opportunity for the new democracies in our part of the world to deepen our commitment to human rights, due process and co-operation across the frontiers based on the principle of subsidiarity and decentralisation, and on a commitment not to partisan polemic, but to European benchmarks.

I commend the rapporteur for this report, and in doing so, I would apply a term of art from the legal world – res ipsa loquitur: the thing speaks for itself. We are given the basis to hope that in our lifetimes we will see a report that is entitled Co-opération sans Frontières.

THE PRESIDENT. – Thank you. I call Mr Huseynov.
For the transcript of the entire Ninth Sitting, see http://www.assembly.coe.int/Main.asp?link=/Documents/Records/2008/E/0801251000E.htm.
